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X Double Number. — It was found utterly impossible to issue the January 
number of The Hebrew Student in good season. The work involved in the organ- 
ization of the '" Society," referred to below, was of such a nature as constantly to 
call the editor away from home and entirely to engross his attention while at home 
and it was therefore decided to issue the two numbers as one. The regular amount 
of matter is furnished. It is believed that no inconvenience will arise to subscri- 
bers from this exceptional arrangement. Eight here we may be permitted to say 
that it is our desire to place the paper in the hands of the subscribers by the first 
of each month. Thus far in almost every case the issue has been necessarily de- 
layed. It is thought that arrangements have now been completed which will 
enable, this to be done hereafter. 



Delitzsch and Peters. — It is with pleasure that we call attention to Professor 
Friedrich Delitzsch's view concerning the origin of that much disputed word 
"Jehovah," or "Yahveh," as presented and criticised by Dr. John P. Peters. A 
special interest attaches to the view, to the author of the view, and to the critic of 
it. Dr. Peters, a graduate of Yale, where likewise he obtained his doctorate, has, 
for several years, been prosecuting Semitic studies in Leipzig. He is closely asso- 
ciated with the leaders in this department of study, and bids fair to become, if he 
is not already, eminent as a Semitic scholar. We trust that, when he is ready to 
return, a position will await him, where he may carry on without interruption the 
-work so well begun. Dr. Friedrich Delitzsch is known to all. Perhaps he is only 
less widely known than his father, Dr. Franz Delitzsch. What the father has done 
and is doing for the department of Introduction and Interpretation, the son is 
doing in the field of Assyriology, that field in which vast treasures have been 
found, and from which treasures yet greater will be taken. Professor Delitzsch 
will soon go to London, to work in the British Museum where, in greatest 
number these treasures have been deposited. He has kindly consented to furnish 
for publication in the Student, notes concerning the work in which he is there to be 
engaged. But not the least interesting is the view. It is certainly striking and 
attractive. That it is not entirely conclusive, we understand the author himself 
to confess. Our American readers must of course remember that Prof. Delitzsch's 
view of the authorship of the Pentateuch, though common in Germany, would 
scarcely command the vote of an ordinary council or presbytery in this country. 
We believe that he agrees in the main with Wellhausen. These opinions are seen 
at various points in the discussion. But aside from all this, is there not something 
fresh and, to say the least, plausible in the view presented ? Much side-matter of 
an important and interesting character appears in the discussion, and we feel as- 
sured that a careful study of the article will be profitable. 

Bibliography. — One of the most valuable theological journals is the Theolo- 
gische Literaturzeitung, which is issued fortnightly by Drs. A. Harnack. and E. 
Schurer, Professors at Giessen. That part of it which we desire to mention here is 
the Bibliographie by Dr. Caspar Ren6 Gregory. Many of our readers are, doubt- 
less, already familiar with this department of the journal. Few American scholars 
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have received in Germany the recognition which has been awarded Dr. Gregory. He 
it is to whom has been entrusted the work of carrying the new edition of Tischen 
dorf's New Testament through the press. Under the title given above, Dr. Greg- 
ory furnishes in each number (1) a list of the latest German theological books, — the 
full title, author, style of binding, place and name of publisher, date, and price 
being given in each case ; (2) a list of the new foreign theological books, with the 
same items ; (3) a list of articles bearing upon theological questions, which appear 
in recent Reviews, Journals and Periodicals of every country, including the name 
of the author, the title, the number of pages ; (4) a list of the recent Book-reviews 
published in the various Reviews, Journals and Periodicals. One will appreciate the 
magnitude of the work when it is known that in a single issue as many as one hundred 
and ninety different entries are made. Let us take pride in our American scholar- 
ship, in view of the recognition which it has received in this and similar instances. 

Scholarly Ministers. — That is ministers, who, at the same time, may fairly 
be called critical scholars. Are there any such ? Is it possible for a man to 
preach and yet be scholarly ? Is it not necessary for every minister to make up 
his mind, once for all, that if he preaches, he must give up study, or that if he 
studies he must give up preaching ? To be sure he may read the papers, he may 
keep acquainted with the political and scientific questions of the day, he may read 
the Review-Literature, including Homiletic Monthlies, he may also do light reading, 
and perhaps keep up his classics and learn German and French, but as for study, 
whether theological, historical, or exegetical, it is quite out of the question. How 
can he be expected to study, with all the cares of his parish upon his shoulders? 
Besides, there are other men who have nothing to do but to study. The pastor can 
■with little trouble make use of the results of their study. A is an eminent scholar, 
(he does not preach) and he says that this doctrine is correct, that this event took 
place at a certain date as the result of certain agencies at work at that time, that 
the meaning of this text is undoubtedly so and so. Is not this sufficient for any 
pastor ? What right has he to dispute A's opinion ? To be sure B holds views 
that are exactly opposite, and B, too, is recognized as an eminent scholar. But that 
is a matter of no moment; either view will answer. The pastor cannot be a scholar. 
He must allow some one else to decide all these questions for him. How can he 
decide as to the meaning of a text when the leading scholars disagree ? He must 
let all such texts alone, and must confine himself exclusively to those about which 
there is no difference of opinion, or better, if he will scrupulously avoid the study 
of all texts he will never learn of these disagreements, and will thereby be saved 
a world of trouble. Without a doubt preaching is preaching, and scholarship is 
scholarship. The preacher who spends valuable time in studying Hebrew roots, 
or Greek constructions, with the vain hope that possibly it will aid him to know 
the exact meaning of this word, or the correct force of that construction, — such 
a preaeher has missed his calling. If he takes pleasure in such work, it is clear 
evidence that he was called to be a scholar, and not to preach. 



A Conservative Attitude.— It is the purpose of The Hebrew Student, as 
already announced in a former number, to maintain a conservative attitude with 
reference to all theories and speculations, whether in the line of the * higher" 



